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Upcoming Conference



Does your God wear Diapers?

Understanding a mystery and its objections



OBJECTIONS FROM RABBINICAL JUDAISM 



You are making man to be God

• The question of the deity of Jesus—is he or is he not God—is 
one of the most important issues a traditional Jew and a 
Jewish follower of Jesus can possibly discuss. Emotions run 
high over this, and misunderstanding is the rule not the 
exception. The objections raised here are sometimes crude, 
such as, “Your god wore diapers

– Michael L. Brown, Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus: Theological 
Objections, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2000), 15.



The Incarnation is a Wrong Way

• How can finite man commune with an infinite God? To both 
Christians and Jews, God himself has made that possible by 
irrupting into the temporal world. To Christians, God became 
man in the Incarnation; to Jews, the God that spoke out of the 
fire on Mount Sinai gave his Torah. 

• Soloveichik, M. and Soloveichik, A. Soloveichik, Meir, and Articles 
Soloveichik. 2010. "Torah And Incarnation | Meir Y. Soloveichik". First 
Things. Accessed February 6 2018. 



God’s immutability does not allow the Incarnation 

• ““God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He 
should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, 
and will He not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19, NKJV)

• ““For I am the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not 
consumed, O sons of Jacob.” (Malachi 3:6, NKJV)

– God can not change, and does not contain a human nature (A)

– The incarnation requires a being who is God and Man (B)

– Incarnation changes God  (c )

– Therefore the incarnation can not be true (QED)



ISLAMIC OBJECTIONS



The incarnation was added by Paul

• Paul is considered by a number of Christian scholars to be the 
father of Christianity due to his additions of the following 
ideas:

• that Jesus is the son of God,

• the concept of Atonement,

• the renunciation of the Law of the Torah.
– "A Comparison Of The Islamic And Christian Views Of Jesus | 

Soundvision.Com". 2018. Soundvision.Com. Accessed February 6 
2018. https://www.soundvision.com/article/a-comparison-of-the-
islamic-and-christian-views-of-jesus.



God can not die

• Unless Jesus’ body never underwent ‘decay’ during his lifetime 
he could not be God, but if it did not undergo ‘decay’ then he 
was not truly human.



The Bible says that God is greater than Jesus

• “You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and coming 
back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, 
‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I.” (John 
14:28, NKJV)



OUR KEY TEXT



Background

• Division in the Church of Philippi



Key phrase

• ὃς ἐν μορφῇ θεοῦ who, being in the form of God   Phil 2:6



Key word 
• μορφῇ

• Translated as ַ֥ת ְתֻמנ  in the LXX

• This is the word use in the LXX in Numbers 12:8

• “I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark 
sayings; And he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were 
you not afraid To speak against My servant Moses?”” 
(Numbers 12:8, NKJV)



Key understandings

• Man is not becoming God

• God is not  changing into being just human 



OF PROPERTIES 

Finding the right language



Understanding properties

• Essential properties-and essential properties of property 
such that if the thing loses it, the thing ceases to exist

• Accidental properties-and accidental properties of 
property such that a thing could lose it and still exist.

–Garrett J. DeWeese and James Porter Moreland, Philosophy 
Made Slightly Less Difficult: A Beginner's Guide to Life's Big 
Questions (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, ©2005), 46.



ANSWERING OBJECTIONS



Yes the incarnation is consistent with God’s person 
and workings

• The incarnation does not affect God’s essential properties

• God manifesting himself as the Angel of the Lord or as the 
Shekinah added accidental properties to himself, and yet God 
did manifest himself in these way

• The incarnation is the addition of accident properties (human 
properties) to his essential divine properties 



So what (Take home and application)

• For Salvation to be of the Lord the incarnation was necessary-
all else gives the glory to man

• God came in the person of Jesus, now live him out 


