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Defense of the Incarnation 

Theophanies an Argument from the 
Big Story alone



Shekhinah
Angel of 
the Lord 

Messiah 

• The theophanies (visible 
appearance of God) 
demonstrates God 
using forms, which 
could cuminate in an 
incarnation 



THE GLORY OF THE LORD 
(SHEKINAH)

God's dwelling presence



The Definition of the Shekhinah or 
Glory of the Lord

• A visible manifestation of the majesty of God, 
apparently in the form of a radiant light, is often 
referred to as the Shekinah glory, that is the 
glory of God which dwells (Shekinah)

– Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, “Theophany,” 
Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Book House, 1988), 2051.



The Definition of the Shekhinah or 
Glory of the Lord

• What the Israeli scholar Ephraim Urbach calls “The 
Presence of God in the World.” The Shekhina was 
one of the most important Rabbinic ways of 
explaining how the infinite and transcendent God 
could really be with his people in this world. We 
explained previously how the rabbis believed that 
“at the time of the destruction of the Temple 
(mishkan), the Shekhinah went into exile, as it were, 
and was thought to accompany the Jewish people in 
their wanderings—sharing their sufferings and 
longing with them to be reunited once more with 
the Holy Land.” 

• Brown, Michael L. Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus, 
Volume 2: Theological Objections. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books, 2000.37.



The Argument

• If God can take form in appearances such as the 
Shekinah (the form of a glorious light in a cloud) 
then He can take form as an image bearer (human) 
Qal V’ Homer

• If he did take the form as the Shekhinah then it 
follow he might very well take the form of an image 
bearer (human) Qal V’ Homer

• God can and did take visible form in the Shekhinah

• Therefore He could and might very well take form 
as a man



THE SHIKHINAH AND EXODUS 16



The Shekhinah and Exodus
• Exodus covers the historical development in the 

history of God's people Israel from slavery to 
theocracy

• there are several themes developed within Exodus 
that are pointed out:
– knowing God through God's revealing of himself

– God's compassion and justice

– the obedience
• Carson, D. A., R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, and G. J. Wenham, eds. 

New Bible Commentary: 21st Century Edition. 4th ed. Leicester, 
England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994. Under 
"Exodus".

• The key concept in Exodus is that of covenant



Exodus 16: the background

• The background of the chapter Exodus 16 
is the manna

– verses 1-3 with the complaint of the 
children of Israel

– verses 4-5 give the instructions for the 
collecting of the manna

– verse 6 gives the Lord's promise to appear 
in the person or form of the Shekinah



The Glory of the Lord is God

• “and the LORD said to Moses: “Tell Aaron your 
brother not to come at just any time into the 
Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy 
seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will 
appear in the cloud above the mercy seat.” 
(Leviticus 16:2, NKJV) 



The Glory of the Lord Is God 

• “Now it came to pass, as Aaron spoke to the 
whole congregation of the children of Israel, 
that they looked toward the wilderness, and 
behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the 
cloud. And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,” 
(Exodus 16:10–11, NKJV) 



The Shekinah in Exodus 25

• Exodus 25 occurs in the midst of the instructions 
related to the sanctuary
– Exodus 24:12-31:18 Instructions for the building 

of a sanctuary
• T. Desmond Alexander, “Exodus,” in New Bible 

Commentary: 21st Century Edition, ed. D. A. Carson et 
al., 4th ed. (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: 
Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 95.

• This is highly significant because these 
instructions center around God dwelling with his 
people and caring on his relationship to them, 
even stating how he will dwell among them



The Glory of the Lord is God

• “And there I will meet with you, and I will 
speak with you from above the mercy seat, 
from between the two cherubim which are on 
the ark of the Testimony, about everything 
which I will give you in commandment to the 
children of Israel.” (Exodus 25:22, NKJV)



THE ANGEL OF THE LORD

God Visiting in the Form of an Angelic Being



The Argument

• If God can take the form such an Angel then He can 
take form as an image bearer (human) Qal V’ 
Homer 

• If he would take the form as an Angel then it follow 
he might very well take the form of an image bearer 
(human) Qal V’ Homer 

• God can and did take visible form as an Angel 

• Therefore He could and might very well take form 
as a man Qal V’ Homer 



THE ANGEL OF THE LORD AND THE 
BINDING OF ISAAC (GEN 22)



The Angel of the Lord is God 

• “But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” And He 
said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; 
for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld 
your son, your only son, from Me.” Then Abraham lifted his 
eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a 
thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and 
offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. And 
Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; 
as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.” Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a 
second time out of heaven,” (Genesis 22:11–15, NKJV) 



The Angel of the Lord is God

• “Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-
in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the 
back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 
flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, 
and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the 
bush was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I will now 
turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does 
not burn.” So when the LORD saw that he turned aside 
to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush 
and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”” 
(Exodus 3:1–4, NKJV) 



Take-Home Truth

• God's theophanies demonstrate his desire to 
be with us, which is realized in the incarnation



Application

• God longs for fellowship with us and that we 
might reflect him-are you pleasing him by 
reflecting him in your daily life


